Draft Notes of the Stockwell Community Forum held in the SCRC, 1 Studley Road at 7.00pm on      28 August 2012.

Those present:- Cllr Imogen Walker, Lucy Annan, Cllr Alex Bigham, RS McConnell, Elaine Kramer, Bill Allison, Bill Willingham, Lino Diogo, Ronnie Ladd, Edith Holtham, Andrew Rodgers, Ben Rymer, Katy Charles, Yvette Ojuoye, Felix Dyer, Patricia Marcelino, Marta Mateus, Christina Burnett, Stuart Kegel, Rupert Wilkinson, Muriel Williamson, Mara Soloman, Bineam Ghebrekinstos, Blen Meles, Rodufes Guilem, Marie, Alesandra Diogo, Rosa Steves, Jose Luis Camera, Alvaro Pereira, Manuela Silva, Vitoria Maria, R Garland,  Maria Alice Cunha, Marta Cunha, Maria Aguiar, Nick Clark, V Vlasis, Frank Dooknah, EP Otomery, Maria Andrade, Mary Wilkinson, Jana Hale, Christine, Noemi Defossez.
In attendance:- Justin Ho, Babs Dawodu, Donna Wiggins, Gerry Evans, Charlotte Evans {Lambeth Council}; Lucy Holdaway, Luisa {International Alert}; Steve Griffin (Chair), Catherine Foreman,  John McCay (minutes) {Stockwell Partnership}.
 Apologies were received from: Cllr Steve Bradley, Cllr Christiana Valcarcel, Mary Killoughry and Ian Beever. 
1. 
Steve Griffin welcomed the attendees and gave an update on recent / forthcoming activities in the area:

· Stockwell Festival, run by Stockwell Partnership and Friends of Larkhall Park and coordinated by the Cavendish Arms is on 22/9/12 in Larkhall Park, 12 – 6pm:  SG requested that people interested in volunteering as stewards for the day or interested in taking part in sign-making workshops should contact him
· The Its Your Neighbourhood (formerly Neighbourhood Enhancement) programme is progressing, and 5 co-design workshops have been held with Stockwell Partnership and Transport planners in the North Stockwell / West Oval area and an exhibition is being prepared by Transport based on the workshops; other It’s Your Neighbourhood areas will have their own workshops over the coming year, and all aspirations will be collected in the Stockwell Neighbourhood Action Plan which Stockwell Partnership will shortly produce
· a group including Stockwell Partnership, local people and councillors has been working with Transport to improve the ‘Stockwell Square’ area by the tube station, and appointed architects DSDHA to progress a scheme; there will be further public consultation on this over the coming months
· the Council’s Community Asset Transfer programme has now published criteria for transfer which will help to progress the Community Hubs vision outlined in our February forum

Contact: steve@stockwell.org.uk  
1.1
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 
1.2
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
2.
Community Conversation: 
2.1
SG stated that the Stockwell Changes / It’s Your Neighbourhood consultations had thrown up a great deal of public realm improvement ideas but that there is a gap in social / community / safety priorities which needs to be addressed.  Lucy Holdaway from International Alert, who is working with Stockwell Partnership on the Building Cohesion in Stockwell programme, broke the meeting into 4 groups to discuss their experiences of Stockwell. See appendix for details of the groups discussions.
2.2
LH thanked the meeting for their feedback and stated that further workshops with other strands of the community were programmed. SG stated that, when the work was completed it would be reported to the Forum and key ideas will appear in the Stockwell Neighbourhood Action Plan, which will be on the Stockwell Partnership website www.stockwell.org.uk 
3.
Community Safety Update

3.1
Justin Ho introduced himself as the new Community Safety Manager from Lambeth Council and invited attendees to talk to him about their priorities for community safety actions. 
Contact: jho@lambeth.gov.uk  or 0207 926 2730
Break:  Portuguese food was shared.
4.
Get to Know Your Community – Fado:  
4.1
After an explanation, and brief history, of the Fado art form and an introduction from her daughter Marta, Alice da Cunha sang Fado. An encore was solicited by acclamation which was followed by a standing ovation.

4.2
Alice confirmed that she would be singing at the Stockwell Festival with live musicians.

5.
Local Project Update
5.1
 Babs Dawodu, Quality Assurance Officer from Lambeth Building Technical Services,  gave a presentation on the improvements to the War Memorial stating that, as well as the refurbishment of the clock tower and the mural,   there would be 3 new litter bins, 2 new benches and 8 new trees after 3 extant ones were removed.

Contact:  BDawodu2@lambeth.gov.uk  
5.2
Edith Holtham, Friends of Tate South Lambeth Library, outlined their programme of events over the next month including, talks on local history and by the British Planetary Society, film shows, the gardening club and digital bazaar next Saturday. 





Contact:  www.tatesouthlambethfriends.org     

5.3
Charlotte Evans, Head of Lambeth Active Communities, thanked the meeting for the excellent feedback on the Libraries consultation process. CE stated that the budget was known for the next two years, requested more participation and more suggested activities to compliment the current list. CE stated that decisions were needed soon and that further development would be done with local communities’ participation.

Contact: cevans@lambeth.gov.uk    
5.4
In relation to the Festival, Stockwell Partnership added that emerging details were available on facebook, twitter and www.stockwell.org.uk  
6.
The meeting ended at 8.45pm. 

Future dates for forums: – check www.stockwell.org.uk  (meetings)
Appendix
Stockwell Forum 28 August 2012—Notes from Community Conversations
Group 1 (Facilitator: Luisa Enria)

· ‘What I like about Stockwell’/ ‘What makes me feel connected to Stockwell’:

· Cosmopolitan feel

· The Portuguese community and my children’s school

· When I first moved here it was very central but didn’t have the pressures of central London( that’s now changed

· It’s slightly off the beaten track but still very central

· Issues/concerns with the area:

· Young people that hang out at night are very loud and disruptive—sense that they were not coming from within the community (people bringing trouble from other places)

· No ‘centre’ of community—e.g. in Clapham there is the common. The centre of Stockwell is not well developed and doesn’t give a sense of community 

· Perceptions of safety:

· Some said they still did not feel very safe or were very aware of threats in the neighbourhood

· One woman suggested that in fact those who suffer from lack of safety are not those who were in the group, but rather young people (often boys). Age, race etc makes people more vulnerable to being victims of crime. 

· Threats are there (e.g. people getting shot), but there was a feeling that in fact few of those attending the Forum had in fact experienced crime themselves

· One woman expressed lack of faith in council/police’s ability to respond quickly and effectively to people’s concerns, e.g.

· She mentioned one acquaintance who was pregnant and on the waiting list for a council flat, who had come back from a weekend away and found her house occupied by squatters—the council had failed to do anything about it

· Case of a woman being attacked and raped twice by the same person

· She argued that the security cameras placed all over the estate were not very helpful because the police doesn’t seem to have access to the recordings or at least did not react in time

· Stockwell not pedestrian enough/ problems with bikers in traffic

· Ideas for change:

· People getting together as neighbours to take issues to the police

· Councillor suggested training such as Neighbourhood watch for low-level crime (one person questioned the likelihood that people would have the confidence to challenge even low-level criminals, such as the young people mentioned above)

· More cycling lanes, or some roads for cyclists only

· Need a “masterplan” to make Stockwell more appealing

· Creating a community ‘hub’ (public spaces—pubs, common etc), something central to make Stockwell feel more like a community 

Group 2 (Facilitator Catherine Foreman)

· Question 1: What makes you feel connected to Stockwell

· After the Brazilian was shot (‘He could have been anyone, he was just going about his daily life’—one disagreed saying he was acting suspicious)

· We pulled together

· People from everywhere came together

· As a mixed community we felt more under threat but we united

· It was negative but positive

· Ethiopian community connects in Stockwell-- We feel at home in Stockwell

· I like my neighbours, lots of different people from everywhere

· I like the Stockwell festival, people are free, happy and everyone is mixing

· It is reassuring to see a policeman now and again

· I like the presence of the Portuguese, it is so unforced. It is natural, it isn’t forced, they want to come

· Safety

· It is normal in London to feel a little unsafe at night, to walk where the lights are

· It is just a city…

· Binfield road is better lit in winter than summer—street lamps need to be lower (because of the trees)—this would make people feel safer

· We have to be a confident community—how?

· Talking to people (e.g. people often don’t talk on the tube)

· Need more festivals, and markets to meet people

· It is more difficult for people from abroad, because of their English ( another person: English language isn’t a barrier, they can still mix + Portuguese and British have been allies for hundreds of years)

· A regular market would bring people together

· Food to connect people

· Unemployment is a problem

Group 3 (facilitator: Lucy Holdaway)

· Connections to Stockwell
· Central location
· Value for money
· Diversity is great
· Mixed community
· Different estates/neighbourhoods live cheek by jowl
· Want more unity of different communities
· Caring communities – generally participants feel a sense of belonging within their community.
· Councillors that are caring and get things done
· The centre is a bit dark—not beautiful
· Lack of shops – some disliked this, some thought this was an advantage.
· Partnerships—linking and communicating
· Playground for children parties etc = great
· Main road= a divide don’t go over the other side, there are shootings etc

· Not too many shops is great

· Issues facing the community

· One participant felt cut off from Stockwell Partnership –that they didn’t do stuff for the community. Want to know how money is being spent by Stockwell Partnership and other community organisations – they don’t see any long-term thinking

· Traffic lights too quick outside tube, only lets 2 cars through at a time and needs to be on a longer timer.

· Only borough without proper athletics track. Nothing for young people to do.

· Social programme with integration that would encourage citizenship/democratic participation of young people is necessary.

· Concern that a generation is missing out—pre-school and youth programmes have been slashed – this is going to have consequences for the opportunities of the young people.

· Up to 25s: enhancing life chances, options and choices is needed. Not much in place yet.

· Lansdowne youth centre needs to be more open 

· Crime and safety—gangs across the whole area

· Safety of young people—something is going on but is invisible – it seems the people in the most danger are young people, but trying to reach out to them is hard.

· Need more provisions for young people

· CCTV cameras—have been asking but haven’t got it

· Perception rather than incidents – participants spoke of fear of crime and violence, but had never experienced any of these things themselves.

Group 4 (Facilitator: Steve Griffin)

· Connections to Stockwell community

· South Lambeth Market is good

· Don’t feel connected – lots going on but never find out about it

· Not really connected to Stockwell Community Resource Centre – want to do something with the centre for young people

· Leaflets for forum help to raise awareness of things happening

· Feel connected through the Friends of Slade Gardens

· Library is a good community centre – eg Film Club on 3rd Wednesdays

· Like living here

· Need to connect young people to community centres

· Used to come to centre for painting but all classes are full now – seems that everything is full

· Want more evening activities especially in summer, eg music

· More activities in the evening – eg Ken Livingstone’s appearance at the Wheatsheaf was good

· Threat to library is real

· Need to increase activities at library as SCRC is full

· New tennis courts being launched at Festival – good

· SCRC – ran a good drop in for homeless people

· Need to tackle gangs issues etc collectively / in a multi-agency approach

· What’s here for young people?

· Gangs is a hidden issue

· Stockwell High School should do much more for the community – operate as a closed community

· safety

· Feel safe generally

· Doesn’t look nice around the station – dead trees, needs a clean up

· Need more bicycle racks

· Crime is a big issue around Tradescant Road area at present – thefts of plants / burglaries / phones

· don’t feel at physical risk

· community spirit in Stockwell

· publicity of events helps – Forum / Festival leaflets, website, emails

· need more IT classes

· need more places for elderly people to meet

· does Hyde do enough for the local community?

· MP’s monthly surgery is good

· Stockwell could be improved for older people

· Some libraries are too busy – public service provision is overstretched

· Individual ratings of quality of life in Stockwell out of 10: 7.5, 6, 8, 8, 6, 7, 6, 5, 7, 8, 6

· Like the people but don’t like the noise of aeroplanes and the traffic

· Portuguese community is very organised

· There’s nowhere to eat, only one bank

· Very comfortable here – but don’t like the planes / noise pollution

· Dog mess on pavements is a problem

· Transport is excellent

· The very mixed community is a real asset 

· Some areas are quieter than others

